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Zum so genannten freien Wettbewerb und dem vermeintlichen
Verbot vertikaler Kartelle im EU-Wettbewerbsrecht

Felix Fuders
Abstract

Although a lot has been philosophised about the relationship between competition
and freedom, especially in the Freiburg School of Economics, there is still no
universal or generally accepted definition of so-called free competition. The article
attempts to find such a definition based on the Kantian notion of freedom. The
definition found then seems to make necessary a new assessment of the prohibition
of vertical agreements in EU competition law.

JEL-Classification: K21 (cross-classified in L40; P11)

Ordnungspolitische Wirkungen des elektronischen
Bundesanzeigers und einer Einfihrung der internationalen
Rechnungslegung fur nicht kapitalmarktorientierte Unternehmen
(IFRS for SMESs)

Markus Grottke
Abstract

Currently, widespread discussions take place in the European Union whether to
adopt IFRS for SMEs as a common accounting system for not public accountable
entities. Also an analysis is given about the impact of the introduction of the
Electronic Federal Gazette. The contribution chose the methodical approach of an
interview survey with executives from 15 non-public accountable entities in order to
explore the practical consequences of the vast amount of information which has to be
provided by the notes of this accounting system. The interviews reveal that an
adoption has consequences which need to be discussed from the viewpoint of
regulatory policy and also that it would probably imply highly dysfunctional
repercussions for not public accountable entities.

JEL-Classification: M 48
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Wirtschaftspoliotisches Forum

Verteilungskonflikte durch die Klimaschutzpolitik — Verscharft die
EU die Hungerproblematik?

Climate change is one of the grand challenges of this century, but so is the
eradication of hunger which is still present for roughly one billion people mainly in
tropical countries. Both climate change and climate mitigation have an impact on the
availability of food, especially in those regions that are particularly poor, state Gernot
Klepper and Mareike Lange. Climate change is expected to affect most strongly the
tropical regions thus reducing further the availability of suitable production conditions
for agriculture. Climate mitigation can reduce the climate induced risk to food
security, at the same time it has also a negative impact on food prices. First of all,
climate policies raise the cost of energy which is an important component of the cost
of agriculture. More importantly, many countries join the EU in supporting bioenergy
production which directly competes with food production thus raising food prices. The
world’s poor are most affected by such price increases since they spend most of their
income on food products. Thus, increasing food prices directly translate into
increasing hunger for those people. The current EU bioenergy policies are not yet
strong enough to have a large impact on world markets. However, in the future
bioenergy may pose a threat to food security for the poor.

Achim Brunnengraber discusses in his essay the European energy and climate
protection policy and its effects on developing countries. Are their nutrition problems
being detereorated or do additional exports establish opportunities for a sustainable
development? He argues that coherence of energy security and climate protection
policy, as aimed by the European Commission, cannot be achieved by the measures
taken so far. First of all the author discusses the primacy of competition policy while,
in the second place, strategic selectivity of climate instruments will be dealt with.
Thridly, the “faith in technology” will be approached and the fourth issue is dedicated
to agrofuels and the commaodification of developing countries’ ressources. As a result
the EU energy and climate policy is about to aggravate nutrition problems. What is
needed is a Transformation to a sustainable economy to realigning the north-south
divide on the one and to overcome inconsistencies between energy security and
climate policy on the other hand.

Michael Brauninger and Leon Leschus point out, that food demand is strongly
correlated to population growth and income growth. Both will lead to a strong
demand increase in the future. At the same time, the agricultural products will
increasingly be needed as energy resources. Boundaries to production growth are
given by resources such as land and water and by efficiency of production. Current
projections show that until 2030 there will be no global shortage in food production.
Availability of land and water is sufficiently high to increase production. Furthermore
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efficiency of production can be increased. However production and demand are very
unevenly distributed in world. Free market prices and open borders are central for the
production increase in regions with corresponding potentials.

JEL-Classification: Q3, Q4, Q13, Q16, Q18, Q21, Q28, Q52,Q 54, Q

Internalisierung der externen Effekte von CO2-Emissionen
Johann Eekhoff und Christian Vossler
Abstract

The Authors analyze the question which measures will be most efficient in reducing
CO2-Emissions if a country has chosen a reduction target. They compare the
possibilities of using taxes or subsidies to internalize externalities. They assert that
internalizing externalities through subsidies is not possible in a consistent way and
will create new distortions in the economy, in contrast to a tax approach. Additionally,
the tax approach leads to increasing state revenues which can be used to improve
the allocation in the whole economy. Therefore the tax approach should be expended
and redeem existing subsidies.

JEL-Classification: D62, H23, Q58

Zugangsentgelte zur Infrastruktur der Deutsche Bahn AG:
Fluch oder Segen durch vertikale Separierung?

Marc Bataille und Michael Coenen
Abstract

It has been a policy proposal since long to vertically separate transport and
infrastructure in Germany’s railway sector. The proposal received new momentum,
when selling the transport subsidiaries of Deutsche Bahn AG to the public was
discussed in 2008/2009. While vertical separation is generally understood to prevent
foreclosure and discrimination by the incumbent network-operator, advocates of
vertical integration claim separation to have adverse effects on access prices to the
infrastructure. We examine the price setting incentives of an integrated and a
separated network-operator and compare our results to rough empirical findings on
the profitability of the Deutsche Bahn AG infrastructure branches. Theoretical
analysis highlights that after separation exceptional mark-ups on access prices to the
railway-infrastructure are feasible only in segments of railway-transport with
insufficient competition. We therefore conclude that an economic policy for the
railway sector directed on efficient supply and promoting effective competition should
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unbind itself from alleged price synergies and should press ahead with vertical
separation instead.

JEL-Classification: D43, L22, L51, L92
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